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(54) (Title of i hi; invention) Publishing system and method for same 

(57) (Abstract) 

(Problem) To obtain publications of a sort not found in the 
prior art, which allow consumers to enjoy reading books and 
which have an intcraciivii\ thai allows the consumers them- 
selves to post information. 

(Mi'.AXS for soi vino) The system comprises a posting forum 
provision means 4 which publicly presents a theme for dis- 
cussion and debate over a communication network 2 and [see source for figure] 
publicly solicits the posting of opinions, assertions, experien- 
tial accounts, and the like relating to the theme, with notice 
being given to the effect that the opinions, assertions, experi- 
ential accounts, and the like will be published without correc- 
tion in book form once a certain number thereof has been 
contributed; a posted data storage means 5 which stores the 
posted data transmitted from an information processing ter- 
minal 3 connected via the communication network; and a 
publishing means 6 which collects the posted data and gener- 
ates a publication 7. 
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(S( 'OPE OF PATENT CLAIMS) 

(Claim 1) A publishing system characterized in that it com- 
prises: a posting forum provision means which publicly pre- 
sents a theme for discussion and debate over a communica- 
tion network and publicly solicits the posting of opinions, 
assertions, experiential accounts, and the like relating lo said 
theme, with notice being given lo the effect thai the opinions, 
assertions, experiential accounts, and the like will be pub- 
lished without correction in book form once a certain number 
thereof has been contributed; a posted data storage means 
which stores the posted data transmitted from an information 
processing terminal connected via the communication net- 
work; and a publishing means which collects the posted data 
and generates a publication, 

(Claim 2) A publishing system as set forth in Claim 1, char- 
acterized in that said posted data storage means allows trans- 
mission from said information processing terminal once cer- 
tain user information has been input along with the posted 
data, and stores the user information along with the posted 

(Claim 3) A publishing system as set forth in Claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in that said posting forum prov ision means pub- 
licly solicits the themes for discussion and debate, 
(CLAIM 4) A publishing method characterized in that a theme 
for discussion and debate is publicly presented over a com- 
munication network; opinions, assertions, experiential ac- 
counts, and the like relating to said theme are publicly solic- 
ited, with notice being given to the effect that the opinions, 
assertions, experiential accounts, and the like will be pub- 
lished without correction in book form once a certain number 
thereof has been contributed; and said posted data contributed 
from an information processing terminal utilizing said com- 
munication network is collected and published together in a 
publication. 

(Detailed description of the invention) 
(0001) 

(Technical field of the invention) The present invention 
relates to a pushing system and method. More specifically, 
the present invention relates lo a publishing system and 
method utilizing a communication network. 
(0002) 

(Prior art) In the prior art, posting and viewing systems 
have been brought into use on communication networks as 
typified by the Internet. In such posting and viewing systems, 
postings from individuals are accepted and publicly presented 
on the Internet in the manner of a bulletin board, facilitating 
communication between the poster and viewers who v iew the 
post. Such systems enjoy success, attracting many postings 
and being accessed many limes for view ing of the postings. 
(0003) 

(Problem to be solved by the invention) However, in 
posting and viewing systems, the information described in the 
postings is updated by the minute, so the character of such 
sy stems is that the viewer browses through the information, 
rather than enjoying the close reading or rereading of the text 
in the maimer of reading a book. 

(0004) On the other hand, when reading a botmd book, the 
text can be enjoyed as a work, but in this case there is no 
interactivity whereby the viewer can post information as in a 
posting and viewing system. 

(0005) Thus, the object of the present invention is to provide 
a publishing system and method which utilizes the interactiv- 



ity of a communication network to obtain publications of a 
sort not found in the prior art, which allow consumers to en- 
joy reading books and which have an interactivity that allows 
the consumers themselves to post information. 
(0006) 

(Means for solving the problem) To achieve this object, 
the publishing system according to the invention described in 
Claim 1 comprises: a posting forum prov ision means which 
publicly presents a theme for discussion and debate over a 
communication network and publicly solicits the posting of 
opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, and the like relat- 
ing to said theme, with notice being given to the effect that 
the opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, and the like 
will be published without correction in book form once a 
certain number thereof has been contributed; a posted data 
storage means which stores the posted data transmitted from 
an information processing terminal connected via the com- 
munication network; and a publishing means w hich collects 
the posted data and generates a publication. Furthermore, in 
the publishing method described in Claim 4, a theme for dis- 
cussion and debate is publicly presented over a communica- 
tion network; opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, and 
the like relating to said theme are publicly solicited, with 
notice being given to the effect that the opinions, assertions, 
experiential accounts, and the like will be published without 
correction in book form once a certain number thereof has 
been contributed; and the posted data contributed from an 
information processing terminal utilizing said communication 
network is collected and published together in a publication. 

(0007) Contributors of posted data have strong feelings, in 
form of opinions, assertions, experiences, and the like, relat- 
ing to the theme of the posted data, and have a particularly 
strong interest in what opinions others may have, what others 
may think or what experiences others may have had. How- 
ever, since the theme is publicly presented and a posting fo- 
rum is provided via the communication network, while the 
opinions, assertions, experiences, etc. of others are not pub- 
licly presented over the communication network but are rather 
published together in a publication, a contributor's desire to 
know what opinions other have is not satisfied until the con- 
tributor purchases the publication in question. Therefore, it 
becomes possible to strongly stimulate the contributor's de- 
sire to purchase the publication in which opinions on the pub- 
licly presented theme are collected and published. 

(0008) At the same time, the curiosity of persons who do not 
contribute with regard to various people's opinions, asser- 
tions, and experiences on the publicly solicited theme is also 
highly stimulated. Moreover, if persons who did not know of 
the public solicitation see the publication in question in a 
bookstore or the like, since they will without exception have 
their own opinions, assertions, experiences, etc. relating to the 
theme of debate, a strong interest will be aroused in them as 
to what others may be thinking about the matter. Therefore, 
such persons' desire to purchase the publication in which 
opinions, etc. on the publicly presented theme of discussion 
and debate arc collected and published can also be strongly- 
stimulated. 

(0009) Moreover, since a posting forum is provided for the 
publicly solicited theme, persons who have an interest in or 
opinions on that theme will actively access the posting forum 
provision means and contribute then opinions, etc., and will 
purchase the publication in which those opinions are taken up 
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and published. This can in Uirn make the existence of the 
posting forum provision means more widely known among 
consumers, increasing accesses and contributions of opinions, 
etc., and making the system more complete. 

(0010) Furthermore, the invention described in Claim 2 is a 
publishing system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the posted 
data storage means allows transmission from said informal ion 
processing terminal once certain user information has been 
inpul along with die posted (.lata, and stores the user informa- 
tion along with the posted data. In this case, it becomes possi- 
ble to send published books, published book tables of con- 
tents, back numbers, and the like to the stored users. 

(0011) furthermore, the invention described in Claim 3 is a 
publishing system as set forth in Claim 1 or 2, wherein the 
posting forum provision means publicly solicits the themes 
for discussion and debate. In this case, it becomes possible to 
gather themes for discussion and debate in which persons 
accessing the posting forum, i.e. the provision means, are 
broadly interested, thus allowing for more active collection of 
more meaningful opinions. 

(0012) 

(Embodiments of the invention) The constitution of the 
present invention is described in more detail below based on 
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings. 

(0013) Figures 1 through 3 illustrate an embodiment of the 
publishing system of the present invention. This publishing 
system 1 comprises a posting forum provision means 4 which 
publicly presents a theme for discussion and debate over a 
communication network 2 and publicly solicits the posting of 
opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, and the like relat- 
ing to the theme, with notice being given to the effect that the 
opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, and the like will 
be published without correction in book form once a certain 
number thereof has been contributed; a posted data storage 
means 5 which stores the posted data transmitted from an 
information processing terminal 3 connected via the commu- 
nication network 2; and a publishing means 6 which collects 
the posted data and generates a publication 7. 

(0014) For the communication network 2 in the present em- 
bodiment, it is preferable to employ the so-called Internet, 
which is a grouping of computer networks. This makes it 
possible for the publishing system 1 to solicit opinions, asser- 
tion, experiential accounts, etc. on a theme from an unspeci- 
fied large number of information processing terminals 3. Be- 
low, in the present embodiment, the communication network 
2 will be referred to as the Internet 2. 

(0015) As the communication means between the provision 
means 4 and information viewing terminals 3 on the Internet 
2, it is easy and preferable to use the known technology of a 
WWW (World Wide Web) system based on WWW servers 
and WWW browsers. 

(0016) The posting forum provision means 4 in the present 
embodiment may be implemented for instance by executing 
software that functions as a WWW server, using a computer 
equipped with hardware resources such as a central process- 



ing unit, main memory, auxiliary memory , communication 
interface and input output interface, and an operating system 
which controls these hardware resources. The posting forum 
prov ision means 4 (referred to hereafter in the present em- 
bodiment as WWW serv er 4) is connected to the communica- 
tion network 2, i.e. the Internet 2. 

(0017) The information processing terminal 3 in the present 
embodiment is for example a personal computer which com- 
prises hardware resources such as a central processing unit, 
main memory, auxiliary memory, communication interface, 
input/output interface, keyboard, mouse or other pointing 
device, and a display, and an operating system that controls 
these hardware resources, and has a WWW browser function 
which makes it possible to view the information provided by 
the WWW server 4. The information processing terminal 3 
(referred to hereafter in the present embodiment as client 3) is 
connected to the internet 2. This makes it possible for the user 
of the client 3 (referred to hereafter in the present embodi- 
ment as user) to access the WWW server 4 through the Inter- 
net 2 using the client 3. 

(0018) The mode of connection for connecting the WWW 
server 4 and client 3 to the Internet is not particularly re- 
stricted. For example, by using a prescribed communication 
interface, one could employ the public switched telephone 
network, or a dedicated communication line such as OCN 
(Open Computer Network), or ISDN (integrated Services 
Digital Network), ADSL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber 
Line), or data communication of a portable telephone via a 
base station. Furthermore, a connection to the Internet 2 can 
be made via Internet protocol. 

(0019) The WWW server 4, for example, uses known WWW 
system functions to store a plurality of web pages in HTML 
format linked by a hypertext function, and transmits to the 
client 3 the web pages requested by the client 3 via the Inter- 
net 2. 

(0020) For example, on the WWW server 4 of the present 
embodiment, the web pages stored include a web page winch 
publicly presents a theme for discussion and debate and state 
that opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, etc. relating to 
that theme will be published without correction in book form 
once a certain number of them has been contributed (referred 
to hereafter in the present embodiment as theme declaration 
page) and a web page 8 (referred to hereafter in the present 
embodiment as posting page 8) for posting of opinions, asser- 
tions, experiential accounts, etc. by the user. The web pages 
stored on the WWW server 4 are not limited hereto. For ex- 
ample, web pages explaining the theme and web pages ex- 
plaining the publishing system 1 may be prepared and linked 
as appropriate by means of hypertext functions. 

(002 1 ) The theme for discussion and debate is not limited to a 
single theme, for example, a plurality of themes can of course 
be established so that users can post about the themes which 
they like. In the present embodiment, for example, three 
themes will be publicly presented on the theme declaration 
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page. Furthermore, in addition to soliciting opinions, asser- 
lions, and experiential accounts on the themes, one may at the 
same time solicit themes which users want to be taken up. 
This makes it possible to collect themes which the operator of 
the publishing system 1 cannot come up with, or themes for 
discussion and debate which the users accessing the WWW 
server 4 arc w idely interested in, making it possible to gather 
more active and meaningful opinions, etc. In the publishing 
system 1 of the present embodiment, users' opinions, asser- 
tions, experiential accounts, etc. on each theme are solicited 
to be for instance 400 characters or less, picturing a concise 
and articulate short story. 

(0022) The posted data storage means 5 in the present em- 
bodiment is for example a computer having a data base func- 
tion which acts in coordination with the W W W' server 4 and 
stores the posted data. As the coordinating function between 
the WWW server 4 and the posted data storage means 5, one 
can employ functions used in known WWW systems, such as 
launching a GO (Common Gateway Interface) \ ia the post- 
ing page 8 or including a prescribed script in the posting page 

(0023) An example of the posting page 8 of the present em- 
bodiment is shown in Figure 2. On the posting page 8, for 
example, the user uses a client 3 to enter opinions, assertions 
or experiential accounts in the text area 9 provided on the 
posting page 8, and clicks the send button 10 provided on the 
same posting page 8, whereupon the posted data entered into 
the text area 9 is sent to the WWW server 4 and stored in the 
posted data storage means 5 (referred to hereafter in the pre- 
sent embodiment as posting database 5). The content entered 
on the posting page 8 may also be deleted by the user by 
pressing the cancel button 12. 

(0024) Now, one could for example have the user post opin- 
ions, assertions, and experiential accounts on a theme to the 
electronic mail address of the publishing system 1. In this 
case, the mail inbox of the publishing system 1 becomes the 
posted data storage means 5. One may also for instance link 
the email server and posting database 5 of the publishing 
system 1 using an API (Application Program Interface), with 
the posted data received by the mail inbox of the publishing 
system 1 being automatically forwarded to and stored in the 
posting database 5. 

(0025) Furthermore, on posting page 8 of the present em- 
bodiment, as shown in frame 1 1 of Figure 2, the user is made 
to enter information such as the user's "name" or "pseudo- 
nym (pen name)," "age," "gender," "profession," "email ad- 
dress," "address," "interests" and "selected theme number" 
(referred to hereafter in the present embodiment as user in- 
formation), which is sent together with the posted data to the 
W W W server 4 and stored in the posting database 5. To this 
end, for example, on the posting page 8, one may provide text 
boxes allowing the user to enter his "name" or "pseudonym 
(pen name)," "email address," "address" and "selected theme 



number," a drop-down box that allows selection of the "occu- 
pation," and check boxes that allow selection of "gender" and 
"interests." This makes it possible, for example, collate opin- 
ions, assertions, and experiential accounts by theme as well as 
by gender, age, or other user segment in performing database- 
operations on the posting database 5 hi which the posted data 
is stored. It is also possible to send publications, lists of pub- 
lications, back numbers, etc. to stored users. The user infor- 
mation collected is not limited to that mentioned above. 

(0026) Furthermore, in cases where themes which users want 
to have taken up are solicited along with opinions, assertions, 
and experiential accounts on a theme, for example, the post- 
ing page 8 can be used also for posting by users of themes 
which the users want to have taken up. In this case, the "se- 
lected theme number" can be left blank or a prescribed sym- 
bol can be entered to distinguish it from posted data. 

(0027) Publishing means 6 of the present embodiment can be 
implemented by means of a so-called CAP (Computer Aided 
Publishing) system wherein the content of the posting data- 
base 5 is edited on a computer 6a, and the edited posted data 
is output as publication 7 on a book-binding device 6b. This 
makes it possible to link the posting database 5 and the pub- 
lishing means 6, so that the opinions, assertions, and experi- 
ential accounts can be easily edited and bound. 

(002S) Furthermore, although the posted data is as a rule pub- 
lished as-is, adding only a brief review, or the like, if neces- 
sary, typographic errors, omissions, and the like may be cor- 
rected. For example, typographical errors and the like in the 
posted data may be automatically corrected by running spell- 
checking software. The edited posted data may also be for 
instance transmitted via the Internet 2 to a book-binding com- 
pany or the like which has a CAP system and bound into a 
book at the book-binding company or the like. 

(0029) For example, in the publishing system 1 of the present 
embodiment, when postings have been received from 100 
users, the submitted opinions, assertions, experiential ac- 
counts, and the like are bound and published without correc- 
tions. Furthermore, when editing the submitted opinions, 
assertions, experiential accounts and the like, a few words or 
impressions may be added to each user's work by way of a 
brief review. Having been bound into books as described 
above, the publications 7 arc distributed as products. Thus, 
users who have contributed opinions, assertions, experiential 
accounts, and the like can purchase a publication 7 consisting 
of their own opinions, assertions, experiential accounts, etc. 
on a given theme, as well as the opinions, assertions, and 
experiential accounts of others on the same theme. 

(0030) Next, an example of the flow from solicitation of 
posted data until publishing in the publishing system 1 con- 
figured as above will be described. Figure 3 illustrates the 
flow of data transmission reception and processing between 
the client 3, WWW server 4, and posting database 5 in 
chronological order. 
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(0031) First, on the WWW server 4 connected to the Internet 
2, the "theme for discussion and debate," a statement to the 
effect dial "opinions, assertions, and experiential accounts on 
the theme are being solicited from users" and a statement to 
the effect that "opinions, assertions, and experiential accounts 
on the theme will be published without correction in book 
form once submissions have been received from 100 users" 
are placed on the theme declaration page (step 1). The theme 
is not limited to a single theme: in the present embodiment, 
for example, three themes are prepared, allowing the user to 
select the desired theme w hich that user feels strongly about 
in terms of opinions, assertions, experiences, and the like. 

(0032) The client 3 accesses the URL address of the theme 
declaration page of publishing system 1, for instance from a 
search engine on the Internet 2 (step 2). hi response, the 
WWW server 4 transmits the data of the theme declaration 
page to the client 3 (step 3). Consequently, the theme declara- 
tion page is displayed on the client 3 side (step 4). 

(0033) When a user \iews the theme declaration page and has 
interest in a given them and wishes to post an opinion, asser- 
tion, experiential account, or the like, the user for instance 
clicks on prescribed characters or the like which are linked to 
the posting page 8 by means of a hypertext function. As a 
result, the client 3 transmits a view request for the posting 
page 8 to the WWW server 4 (step 5). In response, the WWW 
server 4 transmits the data of the posting page 8 to the client 3 
(step 6). Consequently, the posting page 8 is displayed on the 
client 3 side (step 7). 

(0034) In addition to the theme declaration page and posting 
page 8, web pages explaining the themes and web pages ex- 
plaining the publishing system 1 may also be prepared on the 
WWW server 4 and linked as appropriate by means of a hy- 
pertext function. Furthermore, the theme declaration page and 
posting page 8 can be combined to create a single web page. 

(0035) Then, on the posting page 8, the user enters an opin- 
ion, assertion, experiential account, or the like on the theme 
and enters the user information (step 8), and then clicks the 
send button 10, causing the posted data and user information 
to be sent to the WWW server 4 (step 9). Here, on the WWW 
server 4 side, a format check and the like can be performed on 
the posted data and user information, and an error message 
can be transmitted to the client 3 if there are problems. If the 
posted data and user information are proper, communication 
is carried out between the WWW server 4 and posting data- 
base 5 (step 10), and the posted data and user information are 
stored in the posting database 5 (step 11). Furthermore, after 
the data has been stored in the posting database 5, a storage 
notification can be transmitted from the posting database 5 to 
the WWW server 4 (step 12), a receipt notification to the 
effect that the posted data was received w ithout problems can 
be transmitted from the WWW server 4 which received the 



storage notification in question to the client 3 (step 13), and 
the receipt notification can be displayed on the client 3 side 
(step 14). 

(0036) While the user is entering the opinion, assertion, expe- 
riential account, etc. (during step 8 and step 9), the client 3 
and WWW server 4 do not have to be constantly on-line. For 
example, after receiv ing the posting page 8, the user can tem- 
porarily disconnect the client 3 from the Internet 2, enter the 
opinion, assertion, experiential account, etc. and the user in- 
formation into the posting page 8, and then reconnect to the 
Internet 2 and click the send button 10 on the posting page 8 
to transmit the posted data and user information to the WWW 
server 4. Furthermore, for example, one could publish the 
email address of the publishing system 1 on the theme decla- 
ration page and have the user transmit the posted data and 
user information to the mail inbox of the publishing system 1 
by electronic mail. 

(0037) In this way, posted data and user information arc ac- 
cumulated in the posting database 5. Then, for instance alter 
postings have been received from 100 users, the publishing 
means 6 sorts the submitted posted data by theme, for exam- 
ple, leaving the posted data without corrections as a rule, 
except for the elimination of typographical errors, omissions, 
and the like. A few words or impressions are added as a brief 
review to each item of posted data, and the result is output to 
the book-binding device 6b and bound as publication 7. The 
editing operation on the publishing means 6 can be semi- 
automated by scheduling and automatically executing a pro- 
gram which executes prescribed database operations and 
spell-checking software on a computer 6a. Furthermore, the 
edited posted data may be transmitted via the Internet 2 to a 
book-binding company, etc. which has a CAP system to have 
the book-binding done at the book-binding company, etc. 

(0038) The bound publication 7 is published and distributed 
as a product as described above. 

(0039) Users posting to the publishing system 1 have strong 
feelings, in the form of opinions, assertions, experiences, and 
the like, relating to the theme of the posted data, and have a 
particularly strong interest in w hat opinions others may have, 
what others may think or what experiences others may have 
had. However, while on publishing system 1 the theme is 
publicly presented and a posting forum is provided via the 
Internet 2 on WWW server 4, the opinions, assertions, experi- 
ences, etc. of others are not publicly presented over the Inter- 
net 2 but are rather published together in a publication 7. 
Thus, the desire of a contributing user to know what opinions 
others have is not satisfied until the user purchases publica- 
tion 7. Therefore, it becomes possible to strongly stimulate 
the desire of contributing users to purchase the publication 7. 
By purchasing the publication 7, a contributing user gains the 
satisfaction of having his opinions, assertions, experiences, 
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etc. included in the publication 7, and is able to read about 
the opinions, assertions, experiences, etc. of others on the 
same theme as the theme on which the user has opinions, 
assertions, experiences, etc. 

(0040) At the same time, the curiosity of users who did not 
contribute as to what opinions, assertions, and experiences 
on (he publicly solicited theme \arious people had is also 
highly stimulated. Moreo\er, if persons who did not know 
of the public solicitation see the publication in question in a 
bookstore or the like, since they will without exception 
ha\e their own opinions, assertions, experiences, etc. relat- 
ing to the theme of debate, a strong interest will be aroused 
in them as to what others may be thinking about the matter. 
Therefore, such persons' desire to purchase publication 7 
can also be strongly stimulated. 

(0041) Moreover, since a posting forum continues to be 
pro\ ided by the WWW server 4, users who have an interest 
in or opinions on that theme will actively access the WWW 
server 4 and contribute their opinions, etc., and will pur- 
chase the publication 7 hi which those opinions are taken 
up once it is published. This can also make the existence of 
the WWW server 4 more widely known among consumers, 
increasing accesses and contributions of opinions, etc., and 
making the system more complete. 

(0042 ) In this way, it becomes possible to provide a publi- 
cation 7 of a sort not found in the prior art, which allows 
consumers of the publication 7 to enjoy reading a book 
while providing interactivity that allows the consumers 
themselves to post information via the Internet 2 using a 

(0043) The embodiment described above is one preferred 
embodiment of the present imcntion, which howe\cr is not 
limited thereto, with various modified embodiments being 
possible so long as they do not depart from the gist of the 
present invention. 

(0044) For example, the publications 7 produced by the 
publishing system 1 are not limited to bound books using 
paper as medium, and can be also published for instance 
using the medium ol'a CD-ROM or the like on the basis of 
the posted data. 

(0045) Furthermore, one can lor instance solicit reviews of 
the published publication 7 from users on the WWW server 
4, and present a prize for users whose opinions, assertions, 
experiences, and the like received high reviews. 

(0046) 

(I ill' l OF the invention) As is clear from the foregoing 
description, the publishing system described in Claim 1 and 
the publishing method described in Claim 4 provide a post- 
ing forum on a publicly solicited theme via a communica- 
tion network, but do not publicly present the opinions, 
assertions and experiences of other people over the com- 
munication network, rather publishing them together in a 
publication, thus making it possible to stimulate the sense 
of satisfaction of having one's own opinions, assertions, 
experiences, etc. included in the publication, and the inter- 
est and curiosity of wanting to find out the opinions, asser- 
tions, experiences, etc. of other people on the theme in 
question, thereby strongly exciting the desire to purchase 
the publication. At the same time, the curiosity of users 
who did not contribute as to what opinions, assertions, and 



experiences on the publicly solicited theme various people 
had is also stimulated, making it possible to strongly excite 
the desire to purchase the publication in such users as well. 
Moreover, since persons who did not know of the public 
solicitation will without exception have then own opinions, 
assertions, experiences, etc. relating to the theme of debate, 
when they see the publication in question hi a bookstore or 
the like, a strong interest will be aroused in them, making it 
possible to strongly stimulate then desire to purchase the 
publication. 

(0047) Morco\cr, since a posting forum is pro\ ided for the 
publicly solicited theme, persons who ha\e an interest in or 
opinions on that theme will acti\cly access the posting 
forum pro\ ision means and contribute their opinions, etc., 
and will purchase the publication in which those opinions 
are taken up and published. This can in turn make the exis- 
tence of the posting forum pro\ ision means more widely 
known among consumers, increasing accesses and contri- 
butions ol opinions, etc., and making the system more com- 
plete. 

(004X) Therefore, it becomes possible to pro\ ide a publica- 
tion of a sort not found in the prior art, which allows con- 
sumers to enjoy reading a book while providing interactiv- 
ity that allows the consumers themselves to post inlbrma- 

(0049) Furthermore, in the publishing system described in 
Claim 2, the posted data storage means allows transmission 
from an information processing terminal once certain user 
information has been input along with the posted data, and 
stores the user information along with the posted data, thus 
making it possible to send published books, published book 
tables of contents, back numbers, and the like to the stored 
users. Furthermore, this makes it possible to collect opin- 
ions, assertions, experiential accounts, etc. by theme as 
well as by gender, age, or other user segment. 

(0050) Furthermore, in the publishing system described in 
Claim 3, the posting forum provision means publicly solic- 
its the themes for discussion and debate, making it possible 
to gather themes for discussion and debate which persons 
accessing the posting forum, i.e. the provision means, are 
broadly interested in, thus allowing lor more active collec- 
tion of more meaningful opinions, etc. 

(Brief description of the drawings) 

(Figure 1) A simplified diagram illustrating an example of 

embodiment of the publishing system of the present inven- 

(Figure 2) A drawing illustrating an example of the web 
page for posting of opinions, assertions, experiential ac- 
counts, etc. by a user. 

(Figure 3) A chart describing an example of the processing 
sequence of the information processing terminal (client), 
posting forum provision means (WWW server) and posted 
data storage means (posting database). 
(Explanation of references) 

1 Publishing system 

2 Internet (communication network) 

3 Client (information processing terminal) 

4 WWW server (posting forum provision means) 

5 Posting database (posted data storage means) 

6 Publishing means 
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Figure 1 
source for figure] 



Figure 2 
[see source for figure] 

Pseudonym, if any 
Age 

Sex Male Female 

Profession Corporate employee 

Email address 
Address 

Interests Reading Music Sports 

Travel Food Other 

Theme number 

)pinion corner (400 characters or less)-- 
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(Figure 3) 
[see source for figure] 

WWW Server Posting database 

51 Theme placement 

52 Theme declaration page request 

53 Theme declaration page transmission 

54 Theme declaration page display 

55 Posting page request 

56 Posting page transmission 

57 Posting page display 

58 Posted data and user information entry 

59 Transmission of posted data and user information 

510 Posted data and user information storage request 

5 1 1 Storage of posted data and user information 

512 Storage notification transmission 

5 1 3 Receipt notification transmission 

5 1 4 Receipt notification display 



